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Prepare 

Step by step… 

Your research problem 
must contribute new 
and important 
knowledge to your field 

 Conduct a Literature Review 

 Take Notes & Keep Track 

 Gather References & Citations 

 Draft an Outline 
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Tools to start your literature 
review 

Full-text databases 

– IEEE Xplore®   

– Other relevant scientific publishers 

 

Abstracting and Indexing databases 

 

For more resources, contact your 
institution’s library 
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>3.6 full-text documents and growing 

– About 25k new documents added monthly 

– Xplore updated daily 

>170 IEEE journals & magazines 

>1,300 annual IEEE conferences 

>2,500 active and archived IEEE standards 

Backfile to 1988 with select legacy content back to 
1872 

Access to search, abstracts and personal accounts 
are free to guests. Full-text requires a subscription 
 

 

Current IEEE content on IEEE Xplore®  
 

http://ieeexplore.ieee.org 
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http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/


Getting started 
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Start simply 
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Then narrow, or refine 
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From 4600 to 13 
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Re-sort your results to find new or 
highly-cited papers 
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Most cited – by papers or patents 
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Once you know key authors 
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Just find articles by that person 
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Or filter keyword searches 
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Prepare 

Step by step… 

 Conduct a Literature Review 

 Take Notes & Keep Track 

 Gather References & Citations 

 Draft an Outline 



Helpful Tips on searching IEEE 
Xplore®  

Target specific publications once you’ve 
found the right focus 

Use “Advanced Search” or “Command 
Search” for multi-field or more complex 
searches 

– Full-text search 

– Boolean operators 

– Phrase nesting 

Use a personal account to stay organized 
while doing literature searches 
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Create a free personal account 
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Why use a IEEE Xplore Personal Account? 
• Search preferences 
• Set-up search and content alerts 
• Use search history 
• Use new Collabratec networking site to store 

records and more… 



3-click process – 

just fill out your 

First Name, Last 

Name, email 

address, password 

and two security 

questions. 
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Personal account benefits 

Search Preferences:  Designate what you want to search and how you want 
your search results displayed in IEEE Xplore by setting search preferences.  

Search History:  Search history allows you to record your 50 most recent 
searches for later viewing and create more complex searches by combining 
searches.  Turn on the search history recording feature in your preferences.    

Saved Search Alerts:  Stay up-to-date with the latest research by saving your 
search.  IEEE will notify you when new articles of interest are available. 

Change to Collabratec - My Projects: Create personal Research Collections 
to keep documents organized by project or topic within IEEE Xplore. Personalize 
with project descriptions, and add notes and tags to individual articles as you 
save them. 

Table of Contents Alerts:  Sign up to receive an email when a new journal or 
magazine in your area of interest has been posted online with a link to the Table 
of Contents.  
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My Settings Menu 
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20 



Keep track: Search History 
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Re-run or combine searches 
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Stay current:  
Saved Search Alerts & Content Alerts 
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• Do your search 
• “Set Search Alerts” 
• Use window to set alert 
• Name the alert 
• Note – email delivery 

address confirmed 



My Settings Menu >> Search 
Alerts 
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Content Alerts 
For Journals, Conference Papers, Standards & eBooks 
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Saved Search Alert – Email with 
Results 

29 



Download citations from results page 
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Choose your format 

Plain text 

BibTex 

Refworks 

RIS (Endnote, 
Reference Manager 
ProCite) 

CSV (up to 2000 
records) 

Citation Only 

Citation & Abstract 
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Download to .CSV 
Up to 2000 records – check boxes not necessary 
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Keep papers organized: Collabratec 
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IEEE Collabratec™ is a new research, collaboration 
and professional networking platform 

Collabratec is freely available to technology 
professionals around the world with exclusive features 
for IEEE members.  

Connect with global technology professionals by 
location, technical interests, or career goals 

Access research and collaborative authoring tools 

Integrated with the IEEE Xplore Digital Library 



Keep papers organized: Collabratec 
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Keep papers organized: Collabratec 
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Keep papers organized: Collabratec 
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Keep papers organized: Collabratec 
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Keep papers organized: Collabratec 
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Prepare 

Step by step… 
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 Conduct a Literature Review 

 Take Notes & Keep Track 

 Gather References & Citations 

 Draft an Outline 



Two ways to use references and 
citations  

One paper’s reference list can be a 
gateway to a second set of relevant 
articles during your literature search 

You will need to cite references in your 
paper to support your research 
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Find references on Abstract Pages 
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Third-party citation metrics 
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Citation map 
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References/Citing Documents 
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Questions about searching IEEE Xplore®  ? 
Visit www.ieee.org/go/clientservices 
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Prepare 

Final Steps 

Find the right 
publication and submit 
your paper 
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 Identify relevant journals 

 Browse conference calls for papers 

 Submit your paper 



Choose 

Find periodicals in IEEE Xplore®  

Search on your 
area of research 
to identify the 
top journals or 
conferences 
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Choose 

Find periodicals in IEEE Xplore®  

Browse by Title 
or Topic to find 
the periodical 
that’s right for 
your research  
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Prepare 

Final Steps 

Find the right 
publication and submit 
your paper 
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 Identify relevant journals 

 Browse conference calls for 
papers 

 Submit your paper 



Finding Conference Calls for Papers 

 

http://www.ieee.org/conferences_events/index.html 54 



Prepare 

Final Steps 

Find the right 
publication and submit 
your paper 
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 Identify relevant journals 

 Browse conference calls for papers 

 Submit your paper 
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Submit 

Journal paper submission is easy 
through IEEE Xplore®  

Click “Submit a  
Manuscript” Follow the prompts  

to set up an account 
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Submit 

To submit an article, follow the 
on-screen directions 

 1   Type, Title 
      & Abstract 

 2   Attributes / 
      Keywords 



Submit 

Use conference site (not IEEE 
Xplore) to submit to a conference 

Each IEEE sponsored 
conference has its own 
requirements for publishing. 
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For complete information, 
see the Call for Papers for 
the conference in question. 



Throughout the process…Refer here early 
and often – Author Digital Toolbox 
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IEEE Author Guide Always Available 
 

60 

• Authors learn how 

to prepare, write, 

and  submit quality 

technical articles.  

 

• Can be 

downloaded 

 

• Includes 

embedded links to 

information, forms, 

etc.  

 

For more information or to 

download: http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/auth

ors/publishing_benefits/index.html?WT.mc_id=pb_ben_pub 
 

 

http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/authors/publishing_benefits/index.html?WT.mc_id=pb_ben_pub
http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/authors/publishing_benefits/index.html?WT.mc_id=pb_ben_pub


Key sites to remember 

IEEE Author Tools 
http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publicati
ons/authors/author_tools.html 

IEEE Conference Search and Calls for Papers:  
http://www.ieee.org/conferences_events/index.html 

IEEE Xplore:  http://ieeexplore.ieee.org 

IEEE Xplore information, training and tools:   
http://www.ieee.org/go/clientservices 

IEEE Journal Citation reports: 
http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publicati
ons/journmag/journalcitations.html 
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http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/authors/author_tools.html
http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/authors/author_tools.html
http://www.ieee.org/conferences_events/index.html
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/
http://www.ieee.org/go/clientservices
http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/journmag/journalcitations.html
http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/journmag/journalcitations.html


Thank you for your time today! 
 

George Plosker 

IEEE Client Services Manager 

Email:  g.plosker@ieee.org 

Phone:  650-631-9251 

 

All of Client Services Team:  training@ieee.org 

 

IEEE Client Services Website: 

http://www.ieee.org/go/clientservices 
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